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Introduction

There is a song written in Hangeul (the Korean alphabet) vividly describing

the cityscape of the capital Seoul in the late Joseon period as an affluent place full of
things to see. The song “Hanyangga” (Song of Hanyang) composed by Hansangeosa
in 1844 depicts a wide variety of scenes. They include the royal palace, which was
considered the king’s space, Yukjo street along which government oftices were located,
a boisterous market overflowing with products made in Korea and other countries,
seungjeonnoreum (a festivity led by the royal attendant called byeolgam in which
musicians performed while gisaeng(female entertainers) sang and danced), a king’s
procession to the royal tombs, and the state examination being held at the royal palace.
“Hanyangga” reflects its author’s affection for and pride in the capital Hanyang and
his wishes for peace and prosperity for the country. It helped the Koreans of the time to
better understand the capital city.

This special exhibition is the first to explore “Hanyangga” with a special focus on

its use of Hangeul. The exhibition hall has been set up to allow visitors to stroll through
several spaces described in “Hanyangga” and vividly experience the city in the late
Joseon period. Moreover, it allows them to listen to the stories related by “Hanyangga.”
The exhibition also helps visitors learn about old Korean words that show the life and
culture of their time, including diverse professional titles and product names.

It is hoped that this exhibition will offer an opportunity to enjoy some shining moments
in Hanyang conveyed by this song in Hangeul and contemplate Seoul’s history related
in the Korean language.
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[I. On the Dynamic Streets of Hanyang: Bustling and Exciting Scenes
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[II. The Changing Capital Seoul: Vigorous Progress
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Visitor
Information

Opening Hours

Admission

Parking Space

By Car

By Subway

By Bus

Contact
Website
Instagram

Exhibiton Tours

Monday-Friday, Sunday 10:00-18:00,
Saturday 10:00-21:00

* Reservation is required for the groups of 20 or more
(through the Museum website)

* The Museum is closed On January 1, Seolnal (Lunar New
Year’s day) and Chuseok (Korean Thanksgiving Day,

August 15th in the lunar calendar).
Free

available for approximately 70 cars

(2,000 KRW for the first two hours,

500 KRW for each additional 30minutes, 10,000
KRW for full day)

139 Seobinggo-ro, Yongsan-gu, Seoul (04383)

Take Line 4 or the Jungang Line to Ichon station
and get out of Exit #2 or take the Museum
Nadeulgil underpass connected to the station.
At the end of the underpass, walk 200m to the
right.

Take bus #400 or #502 and get off at the
Yongsan Family Park

+82 2 2124 6200
www.hangeul.go.kr
www.instagram.com/hangeul_m

Regular, Two times per day(11:00, 15:00)



